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Uranium Mining — Adjournment Debate 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Hon Giz Watson talked about uranium mining. I advise the house that about every 
second day from now on we will get a story about uranium mining and how it will lead to atomic explosions in 
the goldfields. If a drum of yellowcake should fall on the road, it will cause an atomic explosion, or will be 
gathered up by a terrorist, made into a nuclear weapon and used to fire against us. It will be the most outrageous 
scare campaign members have ever seen. The irony of this debate is that the Greens (WA) are attacking Peter 
Garrett—which I find extraordinary—on the question of uranium mining, and claiming that he is actually selling 
uranium off to some company that is going to send it back to us in the form of nuclear weapons. A question was 
asked today about the buckets of spent uranium we are supposed to have in Australia. Let me say this in respect 
of uranium mining in Western Australia: we will allow uranium mining to take place, but the export of 
yellowcake is a decision for the federal government. It makes decisions on who can receive our uranium oxide. 
The federal government determines export policies and export contracts, not the state government. I am 
encouraged by the attitude of the federal Minister for Resources and Energy, Martin Ferguson, who is very 
supportive of what we are doing. I am sure he will take on board the matters raised by Hon Giz Watson and have 
a talk to Mr Garrett about them. I advise members to get ready for a massive scare campaign; I can see it coming 
all the time. Dr Helen Caldicott is frightening everyone in the goldfields, particularly young mothers, who seem 
to have been identified as the most vulnerable people in this campaign. 
 


